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The o s tha plaes G i e b oot ool s
otien taken 0 s essential o the Chiis
e Adtu howerer: the tion i mach e ol The dhcrine of

n doctrine ol creation roted

crvation ex i s nowhere found in the Bible. sl indeed i at odds with those Bible
stories of ereation which partzay Gods creation fot s wakng e world out of notbine
Costmos Gt of ehisos by the presence of the disine Spirit 11 was
carly Chrisian e that the doctrine of ereation. much mfuenced by tther
Basily Baptized Platonism, begsin 1o take for gran bereen spiit and
matter that s both i ontological distinetion
s P is go0d: matter, seen as the opposite of spirit. is not oo
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Aol ik that the sseetical practices of Chiistian monasticism, i particular in it
emphasis on chastity. were unifonmly negative about sexuality . in at least some ca
for example. the possibilicy of Bying ogether i celihaie communitios was i radical
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2. Innacent oppression?

From the way in which | have thos 5
i uppose that they were roted in simple intellectual mistzhes. with
wnlorate elfects but withous exil nens On this s Ui in pant hecanse of the
ey church's prevecupation with Cireek thas  prevceupation wholly. under

presenied the series of interonnected
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weertain deductive sequence in the parallel dualisis Wi [hase outlined: indeed the
Tl parallel hase heen paat of my point. Nos o Ewish 1o underestin
o which the mind-body dualisn and ity cosmic comterpan are rotad i Gre
ety sical vategones UL | ugend Uit hercan the Gud-worhd <pht is ogicatly
Jrior s the other dualisans and proides the Pasis for their thenlogical ttionshziton

e the xien

it i maive 1o suppose dhat this s i el of
et wbiective scholarshif detiche frons il vesed intesests and porsi
v for ity o sabe. Thete bias hoct plents of recen ok e eloping and using
et that it v e applied frvidully 1o the Chrisiin
o af reon e il i scbencs of pael ot e

Dhermelves i i1 One el anly 2 ho perpetrates s sort of kg, and
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hermeneutic of suspicion” |
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T saspicion iy strengthend by e fact tht here i nothing il new i o
presntaton of the duadians: it i all been sad before. Thoologians of the statue of
P il and Kt Rabsr e oo priking out
Platonic Cartesian dtalism and hoswing that Christian
thewlogical catezoties woted w3 doctrine of mcation require @ more holistic
approch. * Along with this his been 2 theolugical reconsiderstion of ihe relationship
of God 1o the mterial iniverse rejecting the idea of s God wholly removed from the
lisical world i oo of @ view which gives more prminence to divine
Dnnanence, Thealogians have b s alabie the ok wf secular thinkers ke Levi-
Stratten, who have shown e parallels berween el Westorn seieny s view of
e w16 Gndetding of and the coluntalezed. e
Biave been brought together posertily i feminist svalyses. nutahly those of
Rosenny Riulford Ruether

For more than s decade the analysis of
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e very little impact. Lange branches of the church stll reluse w ordain o
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and contral of the clergy over 4
Diesarchics have |

st the Laity
iy been 1o the fore i chi
technology mature dualism, often be
wrgent ecalogical isies

Even worse i the We
s et he ecomomic: miias and cularal apuriaium o the North A
over explaited peoples. Christiamiy has boen more fikely o emphisize
and e than 1o challe
thenlogical jusifica L the o v Greenh
Common or evetr o take them ~eriously The moral preoceupaions of the churches
Bave heen far uare with heeping vontrol of people’s sexal procices (s itness the
culless and wien repressive debates s policies
Homoseuality

o divoncer than in dismanding the disis
wexism and poserty One o the most ~irkin
North Adkantic i the recen past b been it increasin
Uherehy i alizmment with and perpettiaiion of the stats que.

Wiy should this be ~o? How is i that well-tentoned nd sell-informed Chris
G, oy of them i positions of intelkeciual o1 adniniciive power i the
ehurchies, e done o e and appeared o eluctant even to i
decomiruet the sirctares of ementation” It is not. s | said.
analysis has Tong heen aailable. Newtber is it tha
S many s joined. for insince,
ordination of women.
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“ouls. perhaps.
fully. exceptions. hut
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o th csion o why 1 s
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eir preseine
e ot at the foretron

Wi St perpetrat
theologically untendble

I appears obvious that the dualism which perpetuate the peis st zation of
and the vested interests of the posertl de not derive ane
intellectual errors which hie noi et heen ectitied by properly qualiticd acadey
Indecd. the estent tw which the dualism veflect and cany fors
interests hould make us sceptical nut only about them bat about the v
el ﬂh,M“ intellequal endeavour patien
preference or passion. 1 is i trism tow trequently
ke nd ' the s o e Ao o hinke
isolited minds. bt embodicd peaple with i histors

by dualisms that have

o these vested
v e of
i without. personal
1) thinking is dunc by
¢ not disembindicd. tincexs

i seehing

nd a culture. who there

dink s romdhe panicalais of i pepelses wilh al it ibudt b

Whuly decsmined b thot perspetiv i v
o o vision provides  parallel e e

o where we are. and can de s i
Fromn the fact that our vision is limited and atfected by our perspective it docs

follow Iy there or even
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the stance that

Tt penpective il suppose that Wht s see s the whole.

universal reality without need o appraisal tha takes the character f our s st
i critical account. then e e Tble 1o serios e

s think
A1 ey itably
Rty eluctant 1

thogh the e of @
been sl o aweept the imphi

o tiheration theologie that

wademic thealogy s ended 1 eane

o the domimant stops ol society and be
catrenched on the side 11 e Sl o in s st i

ot the ok
Tistea. the hevligies ol liberation which resiand this as s fimdameal promise of
theological anlyses femmist Black Latin American, e, — e themselies

ularky teated s tringe or muarzinal by the thesioical and cecleiastival ostab
Iy 1 W sienn CRIsemdm. W e presupion har hose estblishents e
the mormative “cenie” in reference 1o which

Wi ke thi sl 1 rTERnce 1 e v of e thned o

W becmes b ints 1o what eent theologians, cmerging. s Boesh s, “Trom the
dominant groups o socen L have o vested i
Fationlization for the dulistis rber than settn

s providing - theolvgic
i he real work of dismanly
e and constructing an their place s ooy of inwezraton and justice. T i

1 the sequence o Justifivation of e dualian proceeds o the splic hetween
o sl the world. the ~equence o1 therr e

ssuction . | suspect, ditierent

A b have s, the doctrine of ereation v ahien, wasll soen s prinay danm for
atheola v wther than the serld, i no in she Bl
theolugical constiuct g Greck philosophical ideits. 1 s at leint areuable that. far
Tronn b

Ben o which all el must contorm and fiom which the
seaquene of dualismis follosed, 3 Was el constiueted s w thealogical justification
o paniarchy . The danmimant s of tuling class males comtrusted « warkd-view
SIS N AT 8 BT © Ay o aainst the “oiher” - somien, ol
s, the posor. the carth —and then Lashioned in their owa i
ainsd The divy e passiviy and ieatiomadity of the

1 Gond oF ltiniate

OF course 1o ot mean tha this e done delierately i the see tia they

et abuut it conseious anent 1o construct i theolusical rtioslization 1o patrichy

Bt whit | do mean is that as il

Iy wdentilied themselies
Gther™ wrer whom they ook pawer. o the “other” of the various
i 1o he 8 series of look-alibe
ey were defined As Ructher puts it

e of e perspective o which

A cepressive view o the ahen fennale was al the kel for the interios i of othe
i v, onr clascs, and congeed tces, Sbied groups e perveited
o Sl e,

ey e abike. bt hecaine he e ot

Al oppressed pesples tend then o e
cutt o Lacki 0 rtionality . ol capaciy e sutonny T chataclerisies of
Repressel s e st o T (Ussiv i by ol o depen
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And i the e categories s the subjugzated £roups came. i we have seen. the bdy.
o even the earth itself, When men of that perspective consineta theoloey
conceptual Strueties, and perpettiate it trough the patrirchal cemurics
Wi Westen Christendum. it i bardly surprising that God will sum out 10 he the
miputent, ommiscient male of ultinaie value, wholly oher than the ntersil
o man” o subdue. T the cassic instantiation

aniverse ol “his” gt which is
o Bucsab s comments o the provenanee of acadenic theoloes and its enenchien
an the side ol the st yun
This i sl howeser does ot make i false, even 1 i raises our sispicions. s |
v s, The mere Fact (AL ot POrSpeetites e esticular toes 1ot e that it s
impssible for thens 0 be correct. Bul s alivady pointed v, dhere s heen o some
et showing

time solid theological
Datives. and yet these have been largely iznored s serus theokogical positions. i
alone s part of popular Cliristian cdution
Fhis ke it necessary o ook more elosely at the vested inferests of poser
cantiol which the sequence of dualisms serves o ilustrate and legitin
Stk et U the secunition ol desie o contral — even the rec
deire iy nappropriate — does notaf el diminish the desite, For example. it 1 well
ol paorer

Ko in Western Eurpe that ou prosperity o bl s the appres
Countries. amd hat thit is st and vet the Srucnes of hat oppresion e i
amyhing stromger than they were  decade sgzo. Similarly . while i e
e iistice o patriahy nd it even sy it e feminism, fide i actwly
the e dominatinn of societs i which most scientiic

being done o chun
fechnolgical, business and political decisions are male by e, usially set diee 1o do
~o by whole pyramid of supporting swomen. from a wife swho lnoks after home and

children. o shitts amd prepares ks, e secretary . adminisutive aisian
elephomst, and cleanimg fady in the office

Wiy s this the cne” Why s there such refuciance o st serions ahout sinictures
that are recagnized 1o be carmupt, and o dissane hem topether with the faly
Hinkang (At props themn up? Hosw is i tha sested interests biase suel o binding power
aver people and sovictien? Iy i sheer wickedness?® There iv wickedness - the
AL conseinus fevel most
with i great

Attt he sure, Buthow does et its purchise

people want 1o be fair and decent yet the oruption persis. alo
reluctance to b it serfously enough o dn aoshine about it

i this Which wives s e 0 deeper analysis
Wheneet ther
an Faeing the practical Implications ot something that on ane level cannot he demed. it
redent of hat resitinee is Tear. We selne o ko

et reluct
e b S st tesistance 10 knowing something that i iself is obvious.

i very Tiely that at least ane i
hecatine we are alraid 0 hiow. Atsome tleep fevet we feel fundnentally hreitened
This need not be the only mgedient, ol course; 1§ can coesist wilh the sheee
Incomenience hat woukl awcre from renouncing e it of injostce. and o
fear s tundamental 1o the

Vet | et

whole ideology which supports them
resistanee. and indeed 1o the idevlogy itself

This Pecomes clearer wher we lonk at several of the dualism i . Why should i
hat the hody . especially sexuality . should be rigidly controlled?
e o feir of sesuality o of control. Wiy should white peaple

he deemed essent
Surely i is
i S N g 1o systenn of apartieid? Surcly its hecase of fear of
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i contral, Why is i
s Surely it
i+ hecanse the strenzth ol those fe of
Iisogy RN Tere showing that somen s dominated becanse thes are seen 10

what would happen i the Nlack papulation were n lonzer i 1
very tight rein on theie fe
i termitying. And theie i noshor

necessary for dominant white mles to keep

Present o threat s men: wr that techoligy s pursicd with such feroity i urder 1o
bind the carlh

ot i the need 1o contal s rated in fear and insecurity segarding the element 1o
ar will ot he
ition

be controlied tsextiality . feelings. swomen. other races. the earth. this
eliminaied by the sinple recognition that the contral i unjus. Indeed. the recu
o the injustice of patriarchiy. o of minority oppressivn. 1 far more likely 10 produce
v the fear on which the injustice i hised is ot

ittt prsduce change. s fon

kel 1o find refiet in remorcing the iniellectual
tmations ot the very duuadisims o which the injustice s built, |
ddysis in theoluey. the hirches, and Western society senerally i
Uil his Tean i healedd. o s of castigation i« likely 1

Sevuality, somen. other cices. the carth
s i T s e s o Racthorcan

he NJVIHH\ Mmpmuum e sbited sronpn perceined i thicatening, not

hecane they are all alike. Tet alone hecause they dre inberenty sinisier. but heciuse
et are being defined by the sine sroup: dominant mles, Characteristics of

ributed 1 them. ot becase they ae feaonie. hut hecause those

who are definne themn are sfraid. ol are projecting their own fear on o them
ome. where does the fear
st thit the source of much

s with ey

But it the thines theniseles e o mherently e

wrzinate” | iave dlieady used the e “proiection”

o the tear. sl henee of the whole sequence of dualisn. angi on
o the bodily dimension of male selthond that his not been welconied. The sell must
then b defined s other than s spltoft dimension: and this definition sets up
serien ol “others” s hose delinition s other s [earsome i i proection o the split-of
anpect ol the definer. Ulimately the sequence of dualisms together with their
thewlgica ratification are i result of this fear. ~elt-alienation s proection. Until this
it with, st of intellecttal theslozy . howexer Brilliant. and o amount of
prophetic denunciation. howerer merited, will begin to shift 1he structres of oppes

wion They camot, becuuse the sppressors are themselves oppressed. rigid with fear
Paradyzed. Al often too frighiened even o recognize it

s ot given us a spirit of fear”™
Whiat can be dune sbout t? Peliaps the |

Wt BIpIU Thing 10 ~ay @ somieone i the
i ol tear — especially ittt e s o o inellecual fevel recumiad whe

Irtional - i that ey ought ner 1o e afrd H.u [N

ueleome. and camnot be hanished by morahzng. And set it is abw the cise
these fees e mot 1 prouct of the Spirit of God. Indeed the Huly Spirit. s portrayed

et il holdness i creative imegraion. ot

I seriprure. s the spirit o encour
I OF alictation or repression. Perhips the sreatest e of the Christian churehes of
e Weat s e encounter with the Spiit of God. hoth intelloctually and practically

Do Siply 4t privanzed persanal fevel bu at i siruciural evel, 1 deconstruct the
adifices o uppression and their thealgical props by dissalving the fear and threat
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upon which they are baed. Since our need 1o control i rooted in vur e
ove o the spirt of God t whiclh we necd 1 b exposcd
bout by s o

imsecurity it is the healin

Bt this will not come or by Wi i were the

privasized charismiatic experience divored trom poitical analysis and act
lemic theolo: ﬂl\\\h»n.\\‘mh d the
W urze the dev v of the Spi
the tadition with i special eye for the way in shich e Spri libe

immediate impulse s
velopment of a new thevlog

¢l the Spint ot ¢
commtic dunalisnn that sets God apart tion
Incarmation fiberates s from e of the body
upon all Tesh. women and men. skayes and fr
fearsomeness. wnd enables mutuality and inclisivenes,

A this o e, and | would i oo o belinle the importan.e of a el
the Spisat Vet & bt whether this is the place

underandis

L decorstmuets my s of superiornty

ennggement with the theology
strt, | have argued at length that the Mructures of oppression and the sequence of
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